
F r o m  2 0 0 4 
through 2008,   
there were 2899 
home heating-
related fires in 

Oregon resulting in 12 deaths, 
85 injuries, and more than $42   
million in property loss. These 
heating-related fires also        
resulted in 34 injuries to         
firefighters.  

“Homeowners need to have the 
chimneys and flues on their    
fireplace and woodstoves 
c l eaned  and  i nspec ted           
annually,” said Deputy Fire    
Marshal, Monte Bryan. “Also be 
sure to give heaters their space, 
keeping them three feet away 
from combustible materials.”  

Roseburg residents can keep 
themselves safe by following 
these home heating safety tips:  

Fireplaces and Woodstoves  
 

 Have chimney and 
w o o d s t o v e  f l u e s        
inspected and cleaned 
each year by a qualified 
chimney sweep. Ask 
them to check for      
creosote deposits, soot 
build-up or physical  
damage.  

 Always use a fireplace 
screen. Make sure the 
screen is made of sturdy 
metal or heat-tempered 
glass to prevent sparks 
from escaping.  

 Keep a clutter free     
environment. Store    

kindling, fire logs and 
wood at least three feet 
from any heat source.  

 Dispose of ashes in a 
metal container and 
place the container 
outdoors at least three 
feet from anything 
flammable. Ashes may 
retain heat for days after 
they appear out.  

 
Portable Space 
Heaters 
 

 W h e n  u s i n g     
portable heaters 
make sure they come 
with an automatic  

tip-over switch and a 
high temperature limit 
switch. The tip-over 
switch turns the heater 
off if it is knocked over. 
The high temperature 
limit switch regulates the 
heater preventing it from 
overheating.  

 Give heaters space. 
Keep at least three feet 
of space between the 
heater and combustibles 
such as furn i ture,       
curtains, papers and     
people.  

 Check heater electrical 
cords. If the cord is 
frayed, cracked or        
becomes hot have it    
serviced.  

 Never use extension 
cords with portable 
electric heaters. It can 
overload the circuit and 
cause a fire.  

 Unplug heaters when 
not in use or before  
going to bed.  

 
Electric baseboard and 
wall heaters 
  

 Be aware 
of electric 
b a s e -
board or 
wall heaters. These 
heaters are thermostati-
cally controlled and turn 
on without warning when 
temperatures drop. Keep 
combustibles at least 
three feet from these 
types of heaters.  

 

Propane appliances  
 

 If using a propane     
fueled heater, make 
sure it is designed for 
indoor use. Read all of 
t he  manu fac tu re r ’ s      
instructions and make 
sure it is properly vented.  

 Do not use barbecues 
indoors for heating or 
cooking.  

 Make sure propane   
fueled appliances are 
properly vented and 
f o l l o w  a l l             
m a n u f a c t u r e r s '          
instructions.  
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Propane appliances      
Continued 
 
 If you smell gas, do not  

operate any switches,    
a p p l i a n c e s  o r               
thermostats. A spark from 
one of these could ignite the 
gas. Get everyone outside 
and away from the building. 
Shut off the gas supply. Call 
your propane supplier from 
a neighbor’s phone or cell 
phone.  

 Avoid kerosene heaters. 
They can emit      
poisonous fumes.  

Smoke alarms and 
home   escape plans  
 

 Working smoke 
alarms alert you 
to a fire and more than 
double your chances 
of surviving a fire. In a 
fire, minutes could mean 
the difference  between 
life and death.  

 Install smoke alarms in 
every home, on every 
level, outside each 
sleeping area and in 
each bedroom.  

 Test and vacuum your 
smoke alarms each 
month to make sure 
they are working.  

 Smoke alarms 8 to 10 
years old or older 
should be replaced.  

 Make a home escape 
plan and practice it 

with your family at least 
twice a year.  

 
Carbon Monoxide dangers  
 

 Home heating and    
cooking equipment that 
burn fuels such as  
gasoline, wood, coal, 
natural gas, propane, oil 
a n d  m e t h a n e  a r e 
sources of carbon     
monoxide.  

 C a r b o n  m o n o x i d e       
poisoning can be fatal if 
not detected early.  

 If you burn one of these 
fuels for home heating, 
make sure your carbon 
monoxide alarm is    
working properly.  

 

D R I V E R  S A F E T Y                                                               

  
 
Snow, ice and extreme cold can 
make driving treacherous. In 
1998, 131,000 motor vehicle 
crashes occurred during sleet and 
snowy conditions in the U.S.    
Before winter, make sure your car 
is ready for the season with a 
tune-up, snow tires or tires with 
good tread, a charged battery and 
sufficient antifreeze. 
 

 Keep emergency gear in 
your car, including a cell 
phone, flashlight, jumper 

cables, sand or kitty    
litter, ice scraper/snow 
brush, small shovel, 
blankets and warning 
devices. For longer trips 
take food, water, extra 
blankets and required 
medications. 

 If you must travel in bad 
weather, drive slowly 
and let someone know 
your route and           
anticipated   arrival time. 

 Try to get to the store  
before a storm hits. 

 Carbon monoxide kills. 
Don’t sit in a parked car 
with the engine running 
unless a window is 
open. Don’t warm up 
your car in the garage. If 
your car is outside, 
make sure the exhaust 
pipe and the area 
around it are free of 
snow. 

 If you are stopped or 
stalled, light two flares, 
and place one at each 
end of the car. Stay in 
your vehicle and open a 
window slightly. Wrap 
yourself in blankets. Run 
your heater for a few  
minutes every hour to 
keep warm. 
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 

Ice and snow-covered roads and 
walkways can be serious safety 
hazards. 

 Walk on sidewalks, if       
possible. If they are icy and 
you must take to the streets, 
walk against the flow of   
traffic and as close to the 
curb as you can. 

 Wear a bright piece of outer 
clothing if you have to walk 
in the street or road. Dark 
winter colors are often hard 
for motorists to see. 

 Don’t wear a hat or scarf that 
blocks your vision or makes 
it hard for you to hear traffic. 

 Ice and snow can alter road 
conditions making it hard for 
vehicles to stop or slow 
down. Before you step off 
the curb -- even at a stop 
sign or traffic light -- make 
sure approaching vehicles 
have come to a complete 
stop.  

 Be aware that snowdrifts can 
turn familiar territory into an 
alien landscape, covering 
curbs and other potential 
hazards. 

 Bending your knees a little 
and taking slower, shorter 
steps can greatly reduce 
your chances of falling. 

DRESS FOR THE COLD 

Walking in a winter wonderland 
won’t be so wonderful if you aren’t 
prepared for the weather. Not 
dressing properly can lead to   
hypothermia, a serious condition 
in which your body temperature 
cools down to abnormal levels.  

 Wear several layers of loose-
fitting, lightweight clothing, 
and wear mittens instead of 
gloves. Trapped, insulating air 
warmed by body heat is the 
best protection from the cold. 

 Wear a hat and make sure 
shoes or boots have nonskid 
soles. 

 Change out of wet clothes as 
soon as possible. 

 

  

 

FROZEN PIPES 

One of the main problems many 
households experience during 
cold weather is frozen pipes and 
waterlines.  Although preventing 
this problem from occurring is  
important, how it is dealt with is 
even more important, since it   
often involves a heat source.  
Here are some prevention and 
safety tips which can save you 
time and trouble. 

To keep pipes from freezing: 

 Wrap pipes in insulation;       
insulate all pipes exposed to 
wind, cold  

 Open the base cabinet where 
the pipes are located. This will 
keep warmer air circulating 
around the pipes.  

 Open the cold water faucet 
slightly. The flow of the trickling 
water will help prevent freezing. 
If the pipe is next to an outside 
wall, use warm water instead of 
cold.  

If the pipes do freeze, follow these 
guidelines: 

 Try to find out where the pipes 
are frozen.  

 Open the faucet.  

 Use a hair dryer rather than a 
device with an open flame.  

 If you use an electric heater to 
unthaw the pipe, keep the 
heater at least three feet away 
from the open pipe and do not 
leave it unattended. No other 
type of heater should be used.  

“This is only a sample of the safety 
precautions we must take during 
the winter months,” says Fire Chief 
Jack Cooley of the Roseburg Fire 
Department.  “Safety is a personal 
responsibility.  If you are in doubt, 
think twice before doing anything 
that may prove hazardous to     
yourself, your property or those 
around you.” 

For more information regarding winter 
and cold safety, please contact the 
Roseburg Fire Department Fire       
Prevention Bureau at (541) 492-6770 
or email us at               
fireprevention@cityofroseburg.org. 
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