
 

Friday May 20, 2016 

 

Good Friday afternoon everyone.  By the time you receive this I will be arriving at my 

vacation destination for the next week.  As always, in my absence, Sheila will be 

handling the day to day operations.  I will likely have little access to modern 

communications and hope to really get away for a few days. 

 

A number of you were able to attend the kickoff for EMS week at UCC Monday morning.  

Thanks to Council President Ryan for pitch hitting for the Mayor and reading our joint 

proclamation from the City and County.  It was actually pretty emotional as a couple of 

the survivors from last October 1st were in attendance and had an opportunity to speak.  

Nine months seems like yesterday, but we do appreciate everything our first responders 

offer our community and they deserve our support.  Thanks to all! 

 

   
 

Monday afternoon Councilor Marks and I attended the Partnership meeting.  There are 

a number of things happening around the county that are very exciting.  We are working 

on a number of job retention/expansion opportunities and work force development 

opportunities with UCC, local high schools and UTE.  Of particular interest right now are 

opportunities in the welding field, which are career type 

opportunities and family wage jobs.  A number of local employers 

are currently looking for welding skills and UCC is working with 

them to develop an appropriate program to meet their current and 

long-term needs.  We heard an update on the Med Ed project as 

well, including scheduled meetings with the Education Committees next week in Salem 

and some upcoming meetings with the Governor’s office staff.   

 

Tuesday morning a few of you, and many City staff, had an opportunity to attend the 

2016 Peace Officer Memorial held in front of the Douglas County Court House.  Sheriff 

Hanlin, Commissioner Morgan and District Attorney Weisenberg all spoke to honor 



those who have served in Douglas County and lost their lives in the line of duty 

including one former City of Roseburg officer.  Many of local, county and state law 

enforcement and emergency personnel participated in the ceremony. 

 

        
 

          
 

The Industrial Development Board met on Tuesday to hear presentations on a number 

of issues including our Run to Roseburg campaign.  They unanimously recommended 

to the County Commissioners funding the additional $25,000 for the program.  I 

anticipate it will be on an upcoming Commissioner’s agenda.  The IDB also heard, and 

recommended funding for some improvements on Bolon Island in Reedsport in support 

of Fred Wahl Marine.  The company is apparently the largest manufacturer of 50 plus 

foot “ships/fishing boats” on the west coast and recently purchased the former American 

Bridge site to expand their operations.  This is a great opportunity for the IDB to support 

job expansion in the County and in particular, a great boost to the economy in 

Reedsport. 

 

Ryan Herinckx and I attended a seismic rehabilitation work shop on Wednesday held at 

Roseburg Public Schools to inform us on the grant process for State of Oregon seismic 



 

rehab funds that can be applied for to upgrade the integrity of fire stations.  We have 

had preliminary engineering reports that indicate that we are likely eligible for funding for 

both Station 2 and Station 3.  There is $125 million available for school buildings and 

$30 million for public safety buildings.  We believe we will have competitive applications 

and have included the grants in the 2016-17 budget.  The applications will be due by 

September 30 and awards will be confirmed in November or December.  We look 

forward to the opportunity to upgrade our facilities if the grant funding becomes 

available. 

 

Wednesday Police Chief Burge and I had an opportunity to meet with Glide School 

District Superintendent Mike Narkiewicz to discuss their request for possible help with a 

School Resource Officer in the future.  Mike indicated that their SRO from Douglas 

County will be retiring at the end of June and that the County will not be in a position to 

provide them with that resource in the future.  As we consider our enhanced community 

policing strategy for the downtown area and the criminal activity zone, we were 

considering the additional cost of enforcement during the warmer times of year in the 

core area and on the path system and parks.  I would like to consider contracting with 

the School District during the school year to offset a considerable amount of the cost of 

an additional officer who would then be freed up during our peak community policing 

time.  As I indicated at our work study session, we will bring you some costs relating to 

enhanced enforcement, potential jail bed reservation and possible security 

enhancements.  I will keep you posted.  Chief Burge did confirm with the DCSO that 

they had considered the Glide request and were not in a position to fill the request. 

 

At your meeting Monday you will consider the approval of five 

contract/bid awards and two concession agreements.  The 

Concessionaires at Stewart Park have been very successful over 

the last three years to a point where the operators have now 

purchased the assets at the Sutherlin golf course and the contract 

to run Stewart Park Golf Course.  We are pleased to recommend the assignment of this 

agreement and look forward to continuing the working relationship with the operators.  

Also included on the agenda is an updated and modified agreement with 

DRA/ParkSmart to provide a more streamlined and efficient operating model for them 

as well, which is patterned in part after the Golf Concessionaire agreement. 

 

Have a great weekend everyone.  I will see you all after Memorial Day!   

 


