
Friday April 10, 2015 
 
Good Friday afternoon everyone!  I hope you had a great week.  It has certainly been 
busy around here.  Just a note to start off the message; Sheila is off for almost the next 
two weeks visiting her family in Missouri so if you need things from our office that you 
would normally go to her for, please contact Debi Davidson or Koree Tate.  Thank you 
all for attending the goal review work session on Tuesday.  It provided us with some 
very useful direction about the activities and your priorities.  We will put together an 
updated activity list with time frames for activity completion over the next two years.  We 
will certainly add to our list of activities over time, but this initial list will provide the 
framework for budgeting and human resource allocation for the next few years. 
 
On Thursday I had an opportunity, along with a number of our local partners, to meet 
the new CEO for NeighborWorks Umpqua, Merten Bangemann-Johnson.  
Representatives from Business Oregon,  UCAN, the Partnership, UT&E, The Ford 
Family Foundation, NeighborWorks and I had a chance to get acquainted and talk about 
our history of working together and some the projects that we are currently working on.  
Betty Tamm will finish her role as CEO and officially retire around May 1.  Betty has led 
NeighborWorks through some challenging times and has been an advocate for 
community change and improvement in our area for the last twenty years and will be 
greatly missed.  As she said though, she’s not really going anywhere and will continue 
to be involved in the community.  
 
We welcomed two new staff members this month as well as an engineering intern. 
Jeremy Barron has joined Street Maintenance as a result of a recent promotion.  He is a 
graduate of Douglas High School and worked as Foreman/Equipment Operator for 
Henkels and McCoy since 2000, bringing lots of experience to the crew.  Bill Spielman 
comes on as part-time Court Bailiff replacing Dale Rogers who recently resigned.  His 
past work experience includes WW Grainger, UARCO, Umpqua Dairy Products and 
administrative work with the VA Healthcare System.  Kyle Morris, an engineering 
student finishing up his junior year at OSU has joined Public Works as an engineering 
intern.  He will take on some project work with our senior engineering staff that will allow 
us to move forward in a more timely manner.  Welcome to Jeremy, Bill and Kyle. 
 
For those of you who were not aware, Chief Jim Burge is a bit of an Apple products 
geek, so he did let me know that today is “pre-order day” for those of you wishing to 
order your brand new Apple Watch!  This tech minute, brought to you mostly by the 
Chief, indicates that your order could cost you as little as $399.00 or as much as 
$17,000!  I think I will stay with the Fitbit, but I am sure Jim would tell me that the watch 
can do everything a Fitbit can do and cook my dinner for me.  OK, it could provide the 
recipe for me but probably not cook the meal. 
 
On the project front, our contractor continues to progress nicely on the water line work 
that is a precursor to the 138 corridor project.  Our Washington/Oak project is out to bid 
and an optional “pre-bid” meeting was held yesterday.  A water line “Cathodic 
protection” project will go out to bid next week.  I think Nikki outlined Cathodic protection 



 

 

for you all at a recent meeting.  Investing annually in the protection of water lines is 
essential as the cost of replacement and upgrading existing lines becomes more 
expensive and more inconvenient.  In addition, ODOT has scheduled the Highway 138 
Corridor project bid opening for May 21.  We are eagerly awaiting the bid opening and 
selection of a contractor so we can begin informing the community about timing and 
impacts in the different phases of the project. 
 
This week Nikki attended the FAA’s NW Mountain Region Conference in Seattle.  The 
NW Mountain Region is comprised of seven states – Oregon, Idaho, Washington, 
Montana, Wyoming, Utah and Colorado.  The conference highlights upcoming changes 
in the Airport Improvement Program, which is the funding mechanism for the bulk of the 
City’s airport projects and allows airport sponsors time to 
interact with their counterparts from other airports as well 
as FAA and Oregon Department of Aviation key 
employees.  The last day of the conference included an 
awards presentation.  Roseburg was one of eight airports 
to be honored with an award.  The City received 
recognition for “Successfully completing the environmental 
mitigation and construction of relocating Taxiway “A” at the 
Roseburg Regional Airport”.    The award recognized the 
fact that the City and its consultants really went above and 
beyond to make this project and the accompanying “fish 
ladder” in Newton Creek a success.  The challenge of 
completing the permitting and construction of a project in 
an area with a listed species can be quite daunting and the 
City and its consultants accomplished this in a relatively 
short time period.  Being recognized in this way is quite an accomplishment given the 
number of airports located within the seven states that make up the FAA’s NW 
Mountain Region.  This was the second “award” that the project has received as the 
project had previously received an award for excellence in engineering from the 
American Council of Engineering Companies of Oregon. 

 
The Fire Department recently issued press releases announcing the 
availability of residential burn permits and the beginning of hydrant 
flushing season.  Residential burn permits are only issued for 
burning beginning April 15 and ending May 15 each year when 
conditions are appropriate.  Permits are issued for seven days and 
cost $66.00.  Only residential yard waste may be burned and there 
are a number of restrictions.  Permit information is available through 
the Fire Department and on our website.  Hydrant flushing started 
April 1st and will run through about June 30th.  While hydrant 
flushing does create a bit of inconvenience, it is an essential 
function to insure proper hydrant function and the delivery of 
adequate water supply during a fire suppression activity.  To view 

either press release you can go to our city website at www.cityofroseburg.org and find 
each under the “Recent City News” title. 

http://www.cityofroseburg.org/


 
At Monday evening’s Council meeting Mayor Rich will read a proclamation recognizing 
many volunteers from our community who sit on commissions or work directly with City 
staff on City projects.  Our volunteers play a critical role in the success of our 
community.  In the past, we have invited our volunteers to attend your Council meeting 
to be individually recognized.  Attendance at the evenings meeting has declined in the 
last few years, so this year we will have the Mayor read the proclamation and we have 
taken out an ad in the News Review (copy attached) to honor and thank our volunteers.  
We will include this notice on our website.  In addition to the resolution, Council will be 
holding an “appeal of Rocky Ridge PUD Amendment” as well as consider first reading 
of an Ordinance to amend the section of the RMC relating to noise.  City Attorney Bruce 
Coalwell and staff from the Police Department, Community Development and our office 
were involved in the development of the proposed changes and we believe we have 
achieved a balance relating to people’s ability to enjoy peace and quiet with the 
necessary day to day functions that must take place in our community. 
 
Have a great weekend everyone.  See you Monday night.  Oh, and don’t forget, we 
have interviews that will begin at 6:30 p.m. Monday evening to seat a new Councilor for 
Ward 2! 
 
 
 

 

 



Thank You
In conjunction with “Volunteer Recognition Month”, 
the City of Roseburg wishes to publicly honor those 
volunteers who have devoted their time and efforts 

for the betterment of the Roseburg community. 
These efforts range from commission service to 

Volunteers in Police Service to individuals/groups 
that plant flowers in our parks or helped with the 

airport fly-in - all providing invaluable and greatly 
appreciated contributions.

Airport 
Commission 
David Morrison 
Gary Crowe 
Daniel Sprague 
Frank Inman
Clint Newell 
Robb Paul

Historic 
Resources
Commission
Bentley Gilbert
Nicholas Lehrbach
Janice Franklin
Lisa Gogal
Roger Helliwell
James Peterson
Marilyn Aller 

City Council
Larry Rich
Victoria Hawks
Lew Marks
Bob Cotterell
Tom Ryan 
Mike Hilton
Steve Kaser
Ken Fazio
Alison Eggers
John McDonald
Marty KatzPlanning 

Commission
Ron Hughes
Matthew Powell
Patrick Parson
Jesse McLean
Scotty Ingeman
Daniel Onchuck
Brook Reinhard

Parks & 
Recreation
Commission
Kyle Bailey
Robert Grubbs
Leila Heislein
Robert Walker
Diana Wales
Bob Cotterell
Marty Verberkmoes

Public Works
Commission
Fred Dayton Jr
Noel Groshong
Ryan Forsloff
Stuart Liebowitz
Nathan Reed
Vernon Munion
Richard Weckerle
John Seward

Budget 
Committee
Knut Torvik
Sam Hollenbeck
Richard Weckerle
Mike Baker
Ashley Hicks
Elias Minaise
Nick Marshall
Bob Scott
Quentin Clark

Economic 
Development
Commission
Tim Allen
Don Baglien
Mickey Beach
Misty Ross
Alex Palm
Angela Brown
Michael Widmer
Gary Leif
Paul Zegers
Art Swanson

Airport Events
Paul Schafer
Joe Messenger
Mike Danielle

Movies In The Park
Mike Baker
Kyle Bailey
Kermit Reich
Randy LigonVolunteers In 

Police Service
Harl Clark
Ralph Clark
Suzanne Conner
Dwight Garis
Mary Russell
Doug Burbridge
Ron Hampton
Vibeke Laughlin

Individual
 Volunteers
Stacey Crowe
Glenn Higgs
Derek Simmons
Julie Knurowski
Leila Heislein
Michael Gray

Organization Volunteers
Roseburg BLM
Umpqua Valley Christian School
Roseburg Hometown 4th of July
Umpqua Valley Republican Women
Umpqua Community College Upward Bound
Umpqua Community College students
Roseburg High School Pathways program
Umpqua Valley Audubon Society
Freemont Middle School Nat’l Honor Society
Ford Institute Leadership Program
Umpqua Bank
Wolf Creek Job Corps

Roseburg Chamber of Commerce Project Leadership Class
 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Melrose Ward)
Roseburg First United Methodist Church  
        (Southern Oregon Youth Gathering)

 Church on the Rise
 Downtown Roseburg Association
 ADAPT
 Phoenix Charter School
 SERVICE
 Zonta Club
 Rotary Interact Club  


