
 

Friday March 18, 2016 

 

Good Friday afternoon everyone.  Once again it has been a very busy week.  Thank 

you all for your attendance at your Council meeting on Monday.  Your approval of the 

Capital Improvement Plan document and first reading of the Ordinance adopting LUDO 

were very important actions for staff.  I want to thank Nikki and her staff for their hard 

work on the CIP plan and Brian and his staff for their hard work on finishing up Phase III 

of the LUDO process.  Both of these documents provide the basis for our decision 

making and budgeting for the near to intermediate term and were very time intensive.  

Both documents were grounded in the Council goals that have been adopted over the 

past few years and will help us carry out goal action steps relating to beautification, 

business friendly environment, and particularly our infrastructure goals. 

 

On Monday and Tuesday I had the honor of sitting in on the UCC Presidential search 

process.  As I understand the process, UCC should be announcing finalists for the 

position soon, and the public process with finalists should be completed in the next 

month.  It is their hope that a candidate can be selected and in place near the beginning 

of the next fiscal year, July 1st.  It also appears that the City of Winston has narrowed its 

City Administrator list down to three and they hope to hire a new administrator soon.  All 

of the communities in central Douglas County have worked together on economic and 

community development in recent years and we are looking forward to working with 

Winston in the future. 

 

Councilor Hawks’ Historic Resources Review Commission 

met this week and reviewed a number of items including the 

modifications to the parking structure and a building on Main 

Street and next year’s SHPO grant approval.  They also 

discussed some historic issues regarding the oldest home in 

Laurelwood, as well as issues around traffic control and 

speeding in the neighborhood.  Much of the focus of the 

SHPO grant relates to the Historic Willis House, which we will be evaluating for 

necessary improvements in hopes of marketing the property with more certainty as to 

value, cost and use.  As we discussed with Council, we will be pursuing fencing of the 

property in the near future and then working with the evaluation consultants once the 

grant is approved. 

 

Councilor McDonald’s Airport Commission met on Thursday afternoon to discuss 

Council’s direction to evaluate and recommend new revenue sources to fund future 

Airport capital related projects and provide grant match dollars.  Ron Harker, Pat 

Loegering and I presented a five-year history and five-year forecast that Ron had 



 

prepared for the Commission’s review.  We had a pretty detailed discussion on the 

history of resource generation and use through the Airport Fund and asked the 

Commission to give some serious consideration to options for increasing revenues.  We 

determined that the issue would be scheduled for each of the next few meetings to get 

the Commission’s input and recommendations. 

 

And last for this week, our Finance Director Ron 

Harker received notification today that our 

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the 

year ended June 30, 2015 once again received the 

GFOA award for excellence in financial reporting.  

The GFOA award is recognition for preparing a 

transparent and compliant report and is very helpful 

when working with Bond Council, underwriters, and 

auditors.  I want to thank Ron and the Finance 

Department staff for their hard work on the CAFR 

and their diligence in complying with the new 

standards.  This year was particularly challenging as 

some of the new GASB requirements resulted in 

reporting changes that were new throughout the 

country to government finance professionals and 

government auditors!  Thanks again to all those 

involved from Finance, Community Development and Public Works for their hard work 

in finalizing each of these important documents. 

 

Have a great weekend everyone, and Go Ducks!  

 

 


