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Summer Fire Safety Tips

For Fire Pits, Outdoor Fireplaces and Chimineas

Just like an indoor fireplace, a fire pit,
outdoor fireplace or chiminea creates
a warm and inviting atmosphere for
families or friendly gatherings.
However, just like an indoor
fireplace, there are important safety
issues to consider when using one of
these appliances.

First, look around your outdoor area.
Are there any low-hanging branches
to watch out for? Are there patches of
dry grass, piles of brush or other
material that might catch a spark?
Which direction will the smoke blow?
Make sure your fire pit is on safe
ground, away from potential fire
hazards. Concrete or stone patios
with open space above are perfect for
fire pits and chimineas. Be sure to
keep a fire extinguisher or a charged
garden hose nearby just in case.

If you have a wooden porch or deck,
you can still put your fire pit or
chiminea on your deck, but be sure to
use a fire pit pad, bricks or stone
slabs to ensure your fire pit or
chiminea does not drop ashes
directly onto your wooden deck. Fire
pit pads or flagstones can be found at
many hardware stores. The Roseburg
Fire Department recommends an
area of 3 to 4 feet around the base of
your fire pit or chiminea, depending
on the size of the piece.

If a fire pit features a stone, mosaic or
granite top, the fire bowl itself will
often be made from metal. With any
metal fire pit, you need to be extra
careful of heat. Metal is a very

conductive element and can hold —

heat for longer than many other
materials. Use thick gloves and
fireplace tools to ensure that you do
not burn yourself while using your fire
pit. Fire pits often come with special
screen-lifting tools. Be absolutely
sure your metal fire pit has cooled
down before touching it.

The City of Roseburg Municipal Code
specifically addresses year-round
burning in fire pits, which are
exempted from the restrictions of our
yearly burn seasons (April 15" — May

15" and Oct. 1 — 31%). The
following requirements must be met
to assure both your code compliance
and personal safety:

a. An adult must be in attendance at
all times when the fire is burning;

b. A garden hose must be
connected to a water supply and
readily available to extinguish
the fire if it gets out of control;

c. No open flames are allowed
within 15 feet of any
structure or fence; and

d. The total fuel area must be 3 feet
or less in diameter and 2 feet or
less in height.

If you are preparing food on a
barbeque grill or a similar appliance
specifically designed and recognized
by a standard listing agency such as
Underwriters Laboratory (UL), you
can do so within 15 feet of your
house. The Roseburg Fire
Department still urges you to have an
adult present at all times and keep a
fire extinguisher or hose handy in
case there is a problem.

When choosing fuel for your fire pit or
chiminea, make sure the wood is dry
and well-seasoned. Do not burn
pressure-treated wood or
manufactured fire logs. Although
these can help start nice fires, they

release toxic gases which can be

harmful. Do not burn wood that has
been treated with paint, stain
creosote, or other chemicals. Do not
burn pellets in your chiminea, as they
are manufactured specifically for
pellet stoves and they tend to burn
very hot and leave a lot of ash. Most
chiminea manufacturers do not
recommend burning charcoal in them.
NEVER use gasoline or petroleum-
based accelerants to help start a fire!
Finally, do not burn trash in your
chiminea or fire pit. Not only does
this produce toxic smoke and release

harmful chemicals, burning trash is
strictly forbidden by the Roseburg
Municipal Code.

If you want a more aromatic fire, try
using pinion (pine) wood, apple wood,
hickory, mesquite (especially if you
will be using your outdoor fire for
grilling), or pine cones. The smoke
from pine can help ward off
mosquitoes, and creates a very
pleasant aroma for those enjoying the
fire.

Please consider these safety tips
when enjoying our lovely summer
nights in the Umpqua Valley. As
always, if you have any questions or
concerns, contact the Roseburg Fire
Department Fire Prevention Bureau
at (541) 673-4459, or e-mail us at
fireprevention@cityofroseburg.org.
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