
 

 

Friday May 15, 2015 

 

Good Friday afternoon everyone!  First, let me thank you all for your time Monday 

evening.  It was a long meeting and some of the subject matter was a little more 

complicated than usual, but it was an opportunity to work through some issues.  This 

week we were able to provide notices to proceed on both the Oak/Washington project 

and the Stewart Park multi-use path project.  The bike path will be completed before the 

end of June and the Oak/Washington project will be going throughout the summer 

(except for Graffiti week) and finish prior to November 11th in time for the Veterans Day 

Parade. 

 

Tuesday evening ODOT staff hosted an open house at the Holiday Inn Express to 

provide the community with an opportunity to see what the Highway 138 Corridor 

Project is going to look like, how it is going to function and what the timing for the project 

improvements will be.  Nikki and I attended the open house and actually had a few 

visitors chat with us about the Oak/Washington project and the current water line 

project.  The project is out to bid with an estimated start time in July of this year and will 

run through the 2016 construction season.  ODOT, the City and many local groups will 

continue to encourage people to visit the businesses downtown during construction.  

And speaking of projects out to bid, we have four projects in various stages of 

advertisement at this time.  They include the overlay of Stephens Street from Stewart 

Parkway (by Lithia) to Newton Creek Road, residential street slurry seals, the multi-use 

path at Charles Gardner Park and the final design 

statement of qualifications for Stewart Parkway-Harvey 

Avenue to Valley View.  The first three projects will be 

completed this summer/fall while the design project 

should be completed in time to go to bid in the 

spring/early summer of 2016 for construction next 

year. 

 

Thursday, at Mayor Rich’s request, I attended the ribbon cutting 

for the finished landscape project at the Guardians of Heroes 

parking lot that was recently completed by the 2014-15 Chamber 

of Commerce Project Leadership class.  The group was made up 

of 16 local volunteer business leaders who spent nine months in 

the program designed to provide informed, civic-minded leaders 

in our community.  Each year the class evaluates requests and 

chooses a civic project that they can complete during their nine 

month program.  This year City staff and the leadership from 

Guardians of Heroes submitted the landscape project at the Fir 



 

Grove Park/VA Cemetery.  The project is now complete, and thanks once again to the 

generosity of many in the community and these 16 volunteers (as well as our park 

maintenance staff).  With the finishing touches put on, this project fulfills action items 

relating to infrastructure, beautification and community livability.  It is great to work in 

partnership with so many community members to complete a project like this.  If you 

have not visited the area lately, please walk, bike or drive by.  It really does look great! 

 

            
 

This past week the Fire Department has been busy with several projects and 

tasks.  Saturday the crews participated in the Family Safety Day at K-Mart with several 

local agencies.  EMS training this week involved working with the YMCA on water 

related diving accidents.  Crews were able to work in the pool alongside lifeguards and 

simulated actual scenarios.  Hydrant testing is nearly complete for this spring.  A few 

hydrants will be tested and flowed Saturday and that will conclude the testing for the 

year.  The crews provided a ladder truck demo and provided public education to the 

Geneva Academy and the Roseburg Play School.  Final preparations are also being 

completed for the Smoke Detector distribution in partnership with the American Red 

Cross on June 13th.  The downtown 97470 area will be given the main priority for 

installation.  Final preparations are also being completed to provide 80 hours of Hazmat 

Technician training to statewide teams and will be hosted and taught by Roseburg Fire 

Personnel.   

 

This afternoon almost 100 Roseburg High School freshmen 

class members converged on downtown Roseburg as part of 

the Day of Caring celebration.  Their goal was to “clean up 

downtown” and they did a great job.  The students 

congregated at noon at the Court House, then headed south 

on Main Street, Jackson Street and Rose Street cleaning up 

the trash receptacles, street light poles, picked up trash, 

scraped up moss and weeds and generally “spiffed up” the core area.  I would like to 



thank Mayor Rich and Bryan Trenkle from United Way as well as the Downtown 

Roseburg Association and City staff for organizing this activity and helping clean up our 

community.  This is another example of working together to provide beautification and 

community livability.  It is a great opportunity for our youth to get involved in a positive 

way as well.  Thank you RHS freshman class! 

 

I hope everyone has a great weekend! 

 


