
 

Friday the 13th! 

 

Good Friday afternoon everyone.  We would all like to thank Council and the Budget 

Committee for their commitments this week.  It was a full Monday and Tuesday, but I 

think we are making progress on a number of policy issues and the approved budget 

should allow us to continue to make progress on each of our Council goals.  The budget 

framework provides for the same high level of service in most areas with some 

enhanced service levels in code compliance and project management.  We look forward 

to continuing our service to the community. 

 

Early in the week, Wayne Patterson from the Partnership and I met with David Foster, 

the regional representative from the Federal Economic Development Administration to 

talk about opportunities within the community to apply for EDA funding for either 

technical assistance in advance of, or leading to, some potential project work in the 

community.  There are high levels of interest to provide space for entrepreneurs in the 

areas of culinary arts, arts and “makers” but capital investments are difficult to come by.  

Our interest, in cooperation with the EDA, would be to evaluate how local space might 

help develop new jobs, employers or job skills and training to meet local needs.  Skilled 

welders, metal workers and wood workers are in demand in our community but 

employers are having difficulty filling their positions with local talent.  I will keep you 

posted as we hear more on this front. 

 

We continue to work with the Partnership to develop information related to the wine 

tourism industry, particularly around siting of an upscale boutique hotel.  We have met 

with a number of property owners, potential developers and possible management 

groups to determine project feasibility.  The Partnership is the lead on this exciting 

opportunity, but we continue to provide information and support for the potential project.  

The Partnership is continuing to work on the Med Ed project.  You may have seen the 

article in last Sunday’s News Review on the front page.  There will be additional front 

page articles for the next few weeks outlining the needs, issues and our potential 

solution.  It is still a big lift, but a lot of work is being done this month to see if we can 

continue to move forward. 

 

On the Commission front this week, the Parks Commission 

held a special meeting on Thursday morning to make a 

recommendation to Council to assign the concessionaires 

agreement for operations at the Stewart Park Golf course to 

Umpqua Golf Management, LLC.  The new owners have 

actually been the principal operators of the course for the prior 

owner as well as the operators of the Umpqua Golf resort in 



 

Sutherlin.  We are looking forward to continuing to work with these gentlemen in their 

new capacity as owner/operators.  They will be looking to upgrade a few areas of the 

course in the near future, but likely will continue to operate at Stewart Park in a very 

similar and successful manner. 

 

Public Works Commission met on Thursday and 

considered a number of bid awards and contract 

awards for recommendation to Council.  It is that time of 

year where Public Works staff will be rolling out a 

number of significant projects for Council consideration 

and then construction in the coming weeks and months.  

On your agenda for May 23rd will be the Pavement 

Management Slurry Seal bid, phase 2 of the water 

reservoir piping, Fairmont Street storm sewer 

improvements, Spruce/Parrott street improvement project and Spruce/Parrott 

construction management services.  The entire package is around $2 million with 

funding coming from various sources including water, storm, urban renewal and 

transportation.  Each of these projects, if awarded, will begin soon and be completed 

this construction season.  Stay tuned, there will be more to come. 

 

Don’t forget that there are two opportunities to honor our public safety folks next week.  

On Monday, Tom Ryan will read a proclamation to kick off Emergency Medical Services 

week at UCC at 9:30 a.m. outside the Jacoby Auditorium.  Also, on Tuesday morning at 

9:00 a.m. there will be a memorial ceremony in front of the Court House to honor our 

fallen police officers from Roseburg and around Douglas County who gave their lives in 

the line of duty.  Please see the following flyers and you are all invited to both events. 

 

Have a great weekend everyone!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 


