CLEAR VISION

By Larry Caldwell

City of Roseburg Compliance Officer
If you live, or do business, on a street corner in Roseburg you may someday receive a notice about Clear Vision requirements.  For traffic safety, drivers need to be able to see around intersections before they actually drive into them.  Corner lots have to permit diagonal visibility through the corner.  

It is a violation of city ordinance to have any vision obstruction on a street corner between three feet and twelve feet high, in a triangle with legs running thirty feet back from the corner.  This is called the “Clear Vision Triangle.”  There are exceptions for tree trunks, utility poles, street signs and sign poles.  The triangle is measured from the inside edge of the Right-of-Way.  This is normally the inside edge of the sidewalk.  If there is no sidewalk, sometimes you can spot the edge of the Right-of-Way by a row of utility poles, which are normally placed by survey, one foot to the public side of the Right-of-Way line.

Where a driveway or alley intersects a street, the legs of the Clear Vision Triangle extends 30 feet along the street, but only 10 feet along the alley or driveway.  Alleys and driveways in single family residential zones are exempt from Clear Vision requirements.

If you are frustrated by not being able to see oncoming traffic through an obstruction, call 440-1177 and let us know where the problem is.  If the problem is a building, we are sorry but the ordinance was not adopted until 1983, and there are many older buildings in town that obstruct traffic visibility.  We just have to wait until they are replaced by modern structures.
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